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This unique work examines the role played by sexuality in the historical encounter between China and the
West. Distinguished historian D. E. Mungello focuses especially on Western homosexuals who saw China as
a place of escape from the homophobia of Europe and North America. His groundbreaking study traces the
lives of two dozen men, many previously unknown to have same-sex desire, who fled to China and in the
process influenced perceptions of Chinese culture to this day. Their individual stories encompass flight from
homophobia in their home countries, the erotic attraction of Chinese boy-actors, friendships with Chinese
men, intellectual connections with the Chinese, and the reorientation of Western aesthetics toward China.

Mungello explores historical attitudes and the atmosphere of oppression toward men with same-sex desire as
he recounts the intensification of repression of queers in Europe and North America in the late nineteenth-
century. He shows how China became a place of escape, a homosexual “land of Oz” where men could flee
from the closets of their minds. Some traveled to China and lived there; others immersed themselves in
Chinese culture at a distance. Most established long-term friendships and acted as cultural intermediaries
who opened the aesthetic range of Western culture to a new sense of beauty and a fresh source of inspiration
for poets, artists, and dramatists. Their “boys”—Chinese males whose services were available at low cost as
messengers, rickshaw pullers, guides, cooks, entertainers, escorts, and prostitutes—were transformed into a
universal metaphor of Chinese culture that lingers to this day. Indeed, outside men’s range of relationships,
intellectual and physical, have had a profound impact in shaping the modern Western conception of China.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

The book Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Western
Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Joann Hamilton:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz book is readable through
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving
Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do
you continue to thinking Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Isidro Wells:

The reason? Because this Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Jackie Armstrong:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Western Queers in China:
Flight to the Land of Oz or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside



science publication, any other book likes Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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