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From the Western and the sitcom to the game show and the reality series, genre has been at the center of
television's identity since programming began in the 1940s. Thinking Outside the Box: A Contemporary
Television Genre Reader brings together some of the best and most challenging scholarship about television
genres, exploring their beginnings, their development, and their shaping by creators, networks, and viewers.
While television genre was seen as static in the scholarship of the 1980s, Thinking Outside the Box explores
the malleable and reflective nature of various TV programs. The book begins with a historical and theoretical
overview of television genres and examines their influences on a national popular culture. The authors
analyze less-studied genres such as cartoons, soap operas, and talk shows, locating their place and critical
importance in American society. Thinking Outside the Box also examines the ways in which television
genres have begun to blend together in recent years. Shows such as American Idol, The Osbournes, Fear
Factor, and Trading Spaces are all examples of hybrid programming that illustrate the intuitive nature of
genre and how its formulas succeed within mainstream television. The book closes with an investigation of
American television's reach into foreign countries and itsimpact on the patterns of various genres
worldwide. Thinking Outside the Box is an essential resource for understanding television's past and future.
It isthe first book to focus on genre as a significant process in the development of the TV industry and
includes an epilogue that serves as a convenient bibliographic guide to further study. Instead of treating
genre as atrivial categorization of various programs, Thinking Outside the Box makes a strong case for
genre as essential to media-studies scholarship. Identifying historical continuities and envisioning trends, this
isthe richest and most up-to-date study of how television genres form, operate, and change.
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From reader reviews:
Carmela Randle:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How alot moreto
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specialy this Thinking Outside the Box: A
Contemporary Television Genre Reader book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Marlin Brogan:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. Thisreading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Thinking Outside the Box: A Contemporary
Television Genre Reader is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Stan Smith:

Typically the book Thinking Outside the Box: A Contemporary Television Genre Reader will bring someone
to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. When you try
to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Thinking Outside the Box: A
Contemporary Television Genre Reader is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jack Jackson:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Thinking Outside the Box: A
Contemporary Television Genre Reader book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Thinking Outside
the Box: A Contemporary Television Genre Reader as good book not simply by the cover but also from the
content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to adifferent sixth sense.
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