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A fundamental component of Britain’s early success, naval impressment not only kept the Royal Navy
afloat—it helped to make an empire. In total numbers, impressed seamen were second only to enslaved
Africans as the largest group of forced laborers in the eighteenth century.

In The Evil Necessity, Denver Brunsman describes in vivid detail the experience of impressment for Atlantic
seafarers and their families. Brunsman reveals how forced service robbed approximately 250,000 mariners of
their livelihoods, and, not infrequently, their lives, while also devastating Atlantic seaport communities and
the loved ones who were left behind. Press gangs, consisting of a navy officer backed by sailors and
occasionally local toughs, often used violence or the threat of violence to supply the skilled manpower
necessary to establish and maintain British naval supremacy. Moreover, impressments helped to unite Britain
and its Atlantic coastal territories in a common system of maritime defense unmatched by any other
European empire.

Drawing on ships’ logs, merchants’ papers, personal letters and diaries, as well as engravings, political texts,
and sea ballads, Brunsman shows how ultimately the controversy over impressment contributed to the
American Revolution and served as a leading cause of the War of 1812.

Early American HistoriesWinner of the Walker Cowen Memorial Prize for an Outstanding Work of
Scholarship in Eighteenth-Century Studies
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From reader reviews:

Bernadine Williams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century
Atlantic World (Early American Histories).

Princess Bequette:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world
could share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The Evil
Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Histories).

Eric Sanders:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Evil Necessity: British
Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Histories), it is possible to
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Robin Bone:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment
in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Histories) why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to



pick up this book.
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