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"Intro to Poetry Writing is always like this: a long labor, a breech birth, or, obversely, mining in the dark.
You take healthy young Americans used to sunshine (aided sometimes by Xanax and Adderall), you
blindfold them and lead them by the hand into a labyrinth made from bones. Then you tell them their
assignment: 'Find the Grail. You have a New York minute to get it.'"--The Poetry Lesson

The Poetry Lesson is a hilarious account of the first day of a creative writing course taught by a "typical fin-
de-siècle salaried beatnik"--one with an antic imagination, an outsized personality and libido, and an endless
store of entertaining literary anecdotes, reliable or otherwise. Neither a novel nor a memoir but mimicking
aspects of each, The Poetry Lesson is pure Andrei Codrescu: irreverent, unconventional, brilliant, and always
funny. Codrescu takes readers into the strange classroom and even stranger mind of a poet and English
professor on the eve of retirement as he begins to teach his final semester of Intro to Poetry Writing. As he
introduces his students to THE TOOLS OF POETRY (a list that includes a goatskin dream notebook,
hypnosis, and cable TV) and THE TEN MUSES OF POETRY (mishearing, misunderstanding,
mistranslating . . . ), and assigns each of them a tutelary "Ghost-Companion" poet, the teacher recalls wild
tales from his coming of age as a poet in the 1960s and 1970s, even as he speculates about the lives and
poetic and sexual potential of his twenty-first-century students. From arguing that Allen Ginsberg wasn't
actually gay to telling about the time William Burroughs's funeral procession stopped at McDonald's, The
Poetry Lesson is a thoroughly entertaining portrait of an inimitable poet, teacher, and storyteller.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Mandel:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just
their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Poetry Lesson to read.

Ray Chung:

The event that you get from The Poetry Lesson may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand
but The Poetry Lesson giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular
The Poetry Lesson instantly.

Larry Boggs:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information or
their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you reading through a book
especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it
is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Poetry Lesson, you may tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

Beverly Turner:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list will be The Poetry Lesson. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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