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The claim that India--uniquely among civilizations--lacks historical writing distracts us from a more
pertinent question: how to recognize the historical sense of societies whose past is recorded in ways very
different from European conventions. Romila Thapar, a distinguished scholar of ancient India, guides us
through a panoramic survey of the historical traditions of North India, revealing a deep and sophisticated
consciousness of history embedded in the diverse body of classical Indian literature.

The history recorded in such texts as the Ramayana and the Mahabharata is less concerned with
authenticating persons and events than with presenting a picture of traditions striving to retain legitimacy
amid social change. Spanning an epoch from 1000 BCE to 1400 CE, Thapar delineates three strains of
historical writing: an Itihasa-Purana tradition of Brahman authors; a tradition composed mainly by Buddhist
and Jaina monks and scholars; and a popular bardic tradition. The Vedic corpus, the epics, the Buddhist
canon and monastic chronicles, inscriptional evidence, regional accounts, and literary forms such as royal
biographies and drama are all scrutinized afresh--not as sources to be mined for factual data but as genres
that disclose how Indians of ancient times represented their own past to themselves.
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From reader reviews:

David Crockett:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Past Before Us will make you to be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Todd Crain:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Past Before Us.

Nancy Nault:

This The Past Before Us is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this The Past Before Us can be the light food for you because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Brooke Gafford:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The Past Before Us was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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