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This book was purchased by the US Olympic Committee and given to each member of the US Olympic
Team of the Summer 2004 Games as well as those participating in the Special Olympics. Nothing draws
people together quite like sports. This book explores exactly why that is. In anticipation of the nostalgic
return of the Games to Greece in 2004, mythol ogist and life-long athlete Phil Cousineau has produced a
work that, unlike other titles on the subject, delves deeply into the spiritual dimension of the Olympics and
potentially al athletic activity.

Reaching far back to the mythic and historic origins of the Games nearly 3,000 years ago, Cousineau
examines the driving mativation behind these first ancient gatherings, which was peaceful competition in an
atmosphere of fair play and brotherhood, as well as the pursuit of excellence in mind, body, and spirit. And
following through to the present day, he describes how these same ideals still compel coaches, athletes, and
fans to sports arenas today, despite obstacles with doping and bribery we occasionally find in the modern
Games.

A collector’s dream, this book contains ancient and contemporary illustrations, historic facts, anecdotes,
famous quotes, and interviews with Olympic athletes, including three-time medalist Sarunas Marciulionis of
Lithuania and legendary swimmer Matt Biondi. Also featured are excerpts from Cousineau’ s interviews
about the cultural role of sports with mythologist Joseph Campbell and religious historian Huston Smith.

The Olympic Odyssey iswritten for all fans of the game of life who esteem true leadership, aspire to personal
wholeness, and seriously question the cultural obsession with winning at all costs. Ultimately, it suggests the
deepest reason we so love great athletesis for how they encourage usto achieve the highest level of being
possible in our own lives, no matter what the arenain which we play.
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From reader reviews:
Bill Kelly:

The guide with title The Olympic Odyssey: Rekindling the True Spirit of the Great Games has | ot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new
information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era
of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Roxanne Harrelson:

Isit an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Olympic Odyssey: Rekindling the
True Spirit of the Great Games can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so
out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Ricardo Donaldson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some peopl e likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Olympic Odyssey:
Rekindling the True Spirit of the Great Games or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to add their knowledge. In
different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Olympic Odyssey: Rekindling the True Spirit
of the Great Games to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Sylvester Perkins:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Olympic Odyssey: Rekindling the True Spirit of the Great Games we can acquire
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
The Olympic Odyssey: Rekindling the True Spirit of the Great Games. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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