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What is style in architecture? "Style is like a feather in a woman's hat, nothing more," said Le Corbusier,
expressing most modern architects' low regard for the subject. But Witold Rybczynski disagrees, and in The
Look of Architecture, he makes a compelling case for the importance of style to the mother of the arts.
This is a book brimming with sharp observations--that form does not follow function; that the best
architecture is not timeless but precisely of its time; that details do not merely complement the architecture--
details are the architecture. But the heart of the book illuminates the connection between architecture,
interior decoration, and fashion. Style is the language of architecture, Rybczynski writes, and fashion
represents the wide--and swirling--cultural currents that shape and direct that language. The two, style and
fashion, are intimately linked--indeed, architecture cannot escape fashion. To set these ideas in sharp relief,
he shows us how style and fashion have been expressed in the work of major architects--including Frank
Gehry, Mies van der Rohe, Charles McKim, Allan Greenberg, Robert Venturi, Enrique Norten, and many
others. He helps us see their works anew and ultimately to look afresh at our surroundings.
Style is one of the enduring--and endearing--aspects of architecture, Rybczynski concludes. Furthermore, an
architecture that recognizes the importance of style would not be as introspective and self-referential as are
so many contemporary buildings. It would be part of the world--not architecture for architects, but for the
rest of us.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

This The Look of Architecture (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities) book is just not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This The Look of Architecture (New York Public Library
Lectures in Humanities) without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The Look of Architecture (New York Public Library Lectures in
Humanities) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Look of Architecture (New York Public Library
Lectures in Humanities) having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Helen Henson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Look of
Architecture (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

William Evans:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Look of Architecture (New York
Public Library Lectures in Humanities) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you may pick The Look of Architecture (New York Public Library
Lectures in Humanities) become your own starter.

Shirley Drago:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book The Look of Architecture (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities) we can consider



more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
The Look of Architecture (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities). You can more pleasing than
now.
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