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Things look bad for Rick Lahrem, a high school sophomore in a cookie-cutter Chicago suburb in 1976. His
mother’ s second hushband is a licensed psychologist who eats like an ape, his stepsister is a stoner slut, and
his father is engaged to a Southern belle. Rick’s only solace is his growing collection of original Broadway-
cast LPs, bought on the sly at Wax Trax.

After he brings two girlsin speech classto tears by reading a story aloud, Rick is coaxed onto the
interscholastic forensics team to perform an eight-minute dramatic interpretation of The Boys in the Band,
the controversial sixties play about homosexuality. Unexpectedly successful at this oddball event, Rick
begins winning tournaments and making friends with his teammates.

Rick also discovers the joys of sex—with a speech coach from arival school—just as his mother, reacting
to a deteriorating home environment, makes an unnerving commitment to Christ. The newly confident Rick
assumes this too shall pass—until the combined forces of family, sex, and faith threaten to undo him at the
state meet in Peoria.

James Magruder’ s Sugarless offers a ruefully entertaining take on the simultaneous struggles of coming-
out, coming-of-age, and coming-to-Jesus.

A selection of InsightOut Book Club

Finalist, Lambda Book Award for Gay Debut Fiction, Lambda Literary Foundation

Finalist, TLA Gaybie Award for Best Gay Fiction

Semi-finalist, James Branch Cabell First Novelist Award, Virginia Commonwealth University

Semi-finalist, William Saroyan International Prize For Writing, Stanford University
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From reader reviews:
Ken Martin:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little sparetime? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book alowed Sugarless: A
Novel? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have other opinion?

James Martin:

Thefeeling that you get from Sugarless: A Novel could be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Sugarless: A Novel giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this Sugarless: A Novel instantly.

Victor Havens:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Sugarless: A Novel as your daily resource
information.

Mark Authement:

You will get this Sugarless: A Novel by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to choose proper ways for you.
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