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Taberam Soni, Labh Singh, Amar Singh, and other artists live and work in the hill-villages of the lower
Himalayas in Himachal Pradesh, India. There they fashion face-images of deities (mohras) out of thin sheets
of precious metal. Commissioned by upper-caste patrons, the objects are cultural embodiments of divine and
earthly kinship. As the artists make the images, they also cross caste boundaries in a part of India where such
differences still determine rules of contact and correspondence, proximity and association. Once a mohra has
been completed and consecrated, its maker is not permitted to touch it or enter the temple in which it is
housed; yet during its creation the artist is sovereign, treated deferentially as he shares living quarters with
the high-caste patrons.

Making Faces tells the story of these god-makers, the gods they make, and the communities that participate
in the creative process and its accompanying rituals. For the author, the process of learning about Himachal,
its art and artists, the people who make their home there, involved pursuing itinerant artists across difficult
mountainous terrain with few, if any, means of communication between the thinly populated, high-altitude
villages. The harsh geography of the region permits scant travel, and the itinerant artisan forms a critical link
to the world outside; villages that commission mohras are often populated by a small number of families.
Alka Hingorani evokes this world in rich visual and descriptive detail as she explores the ways in which both
object and artisan are received and their identities transformed during a period of artistic endeavor.

Making Faces is an original and evocative account, superbly illustrated, of the various phases in the lifecycle
of a mohra, at different times a religious icon, an art object, and a repository of material wealth in an
otherwise subsistence economy. It will be welcomed by scholars and students of anthropology, material
culture, religion, art history, and South Asian studies.  

134 illus., 128 in color
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From reader reviews:

Brian Wilson:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Making Faces: Self and Image Creation in a Himalayan
Valley is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Rose Warfield:

This book untitled Making Faces: Self and Image Creation in a Himalayan Valley to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Mitchell Diaz:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Making Faces: Self and Image Creation in a
Himalayan Valley was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Making Faces:
Self and Image Creation in a Himalayan Valley has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Miranda Wenger:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book Making Faces: Self and Image Creation in a Himalayan Valley. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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