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Thomas P. Miller defines college English studies as literacy studies and examines how it has evolved in
tandem with broader developments in literacy and the literate. He maps out “four corners” of English
departments: literature, language studies, teacher education, and writing studies. Miller identifies their
development with broader changes in the technologies and economies of literacy that have redefined what
students write and read, which careers they enter, and how literature represents their experiences and
aspirations.

Miller locates the origins of college English studies in the colonial transition from a religious to an oratorical
conception of literature. A belletristic model of literature emerged in the nineteenth century in response to
the spread of the “penny” press and state-mandated schooling. Since literary studies became a common
school subject, professors of literature have distanced themselves from teachers of literacy.  In the
Progressive era, that distinction came to structure scholarly organizations such as the MLA, while NCTE was
established to develop more broadly based teacher coalitions. In the twentieth century New Criticism came
to provide the operating assumptions for the rise of English departments, until those assumptions became
critically overloaded with the crash of majors and jobs that began in 1970s and continues today.

For models that will help the discipline respond to such challenges, Miller looks to comprehensive
departments of English that value studies of teaching, writing, and language as well as literature.  According
to Miller, departments in more broadly based institutions have the potential to redress the historical
alienation of English departments from their institutional base in work with literacy. Such departments have
a potentially quite expansive articulation apparatus. Many are engaged with writing at work in public life,
with schools and public agencies, with access issues, and with media, ethnic, and cultural studies. With the
privatization of higher education, such pragmatic engagements become vital to sustaining a civic vision of
English studies and the humanities generally.
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From reader reviews:

Lowell Oliver:

Here thing why this particular The Evolution of College English: Literacy Studies from the Puritans to the
Postmoderns (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The
Evolution of College English: Literacy Studies from the Puritans to the Postmoderns (Pitt Comp Literacy
Culture) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no book that similar with The Evolution of College English: Literacy Studies from the Puritans to the
Postmoderns (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Evolution of College English: Literacy
Studies from the Puritans to the Postmoderns (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) in e-book can be your alternative.

Winford Patterson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The Evolution of College English: Literacy Studies from the Puritans to the
Postmoderns (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to
you.

Anthony Rouse:

Precisely why? Because this The Evolution of College English: Literacy Studies from the Puritans to the
Postmoderns (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other
book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Rosie Zimmerman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Evolution of College English:
Literacy Studies from the Puritans to the Postmoderns (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) publication written by



well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still skepticism The Evolution of College English: Literacy Studies from the
Puritans to the Postmoderns (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) as good book not only by the cover but also from
the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.
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