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In the second book in the Uncomplicating Mathematics Series, professional developer Marian Small shows
teachers how to uncomplicate the teaching of algebra by focusing on the most important ideas that students
need to grasp. Organized by grade level around the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics, Small
shares approaches that will lead to a deeper and richer understanding of algebra for both teachers and
students. The book opens with a clear discussion of algebraic thinking and current requirements for algebraic
understanding within standards-based learning environments. The book then launches with Kindergarten,
where the first relevant standard is found in the operations and algebraic thinking domain, and ends with
Grade 8, where the focus is on working with linear equations and functions. In each section the relevant
standard is presented, followed by a discussion of important underlying ideas associated with that standard,
as well as thoughtful, concept-based questions that can be used for classroom instruction, practice, or
assessment. Underlying ideas include:

Background to the mathematics of each relevant standard.●

Suggestions for appropriate representations for specific mathematical ideas.●

Suggestions for explaining ideas to students.●

Cautions about misconceptions or situations to avoid.●

The Common Core State Standards for Mathematics challenges students to become mathematical thinkers,
not just mathematical “doers.” This resource will be invaluable for pre- and inservice teachers as they
prepare themselves to understand and teach algebra with a deep level of understanding.

“Uncomplicating Algebra is an excellent resource for teachers responsible for the mathematical education of
K–8 students. It is also a valuable tool for the training of preservice teachers of elementary and middle
school mathematics.”
—Carole Greenes, associate vice provost for STEM education, director of the Practice Research and
Innovation in Mathematics Education (PRIME) Center, professor of mathematics education, Arizona State
University

“The current climate in North America places a major emphasis on standards, including the Common Core
State Standards for Mathematics in the U.S. In many cases, teachers are being asked to teach content with
which they themselves struggle. In this book, Dr. Small masterfully breaks down the big ideas of algebraic
thinking to assist teachers, math coaches, and preservice teachers—helping them to deepen their own
understanding of the mathematics they teach. She describes common error patterns and examines algebraic
reasoning from a developmental viewpoint, connecting the dots from kindergarten through grade 8. The
book is clearly written, loaded with specific examples, and very timely. I recommend it strongly as a ‘must-
read’ for all who are seeking to broaden their understanding of algebra and how to effectively teach this
important content area to children.”
—Daniel J. Brahier, director, Science and Math Education in ACTION, professor of mathematics
education, School of Teaching and Learning, Bowling Green State University
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From reader reviews:

Jenifer Bell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Uncomplicating Algebra to Meet Common
Core Standards in Math, K-8 book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jennifer Garrison:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book.
One of them is this Uncomplicating Algebra to Meet Common Core Standards in Math, K-8.

Joshua Parsons:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Uncomplicating Algebra to Meet Common Core Standards in Math, K-8 can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Gloria White:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Uncomplicating
Algebra to Meet Common Core Standards in Math, K-8.
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