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In one lifetime, GDP, or Gross Domestic Product, has ballooned from a narrow economic tool into a global
article of faith. It is our universal yardstick of progress. As The Little Big Number demonstrates, this spells
trouble. While economies and cultures measure their performance by it, GDP ignores central facts such as
quality, costs, or purpose. It only measures output: more cars, more accidents; more lawyers, more trials;
more extraction, more pollution—all count as success. Sustainability and quality of life are overlooked.
Losses don’t count. GDP promotes a form of stupid growth and ignores real development.

How and why did we get to this point? Dirk Philipsen uncovers a submerged history dating back to the
1600s, climaxing with the Great Depression and World War II, when the first version of GDP arrived at the
forefront of politics. Transcending ideologies and national differences, GDP was subsequently transformed
from a narrow metric to the purpose of economic activity. Today, increasing GDP is the highest goal of
politics. In accessible and compelling prose, Philipsen shows how it affects all of us.

But the world can no longer afford GDP rule. A finite planet cannot sustain blind and indefinite expansion. If
we consider future generations equal to our own, replacing the GDP regime is the ethical imperative of our
times. More is not better. As Philipsen demonstrates, the history of GDP reveals unique opportunities to
fashion smarter goals and measures. The Little Big Number explores a possible roadmap for a future that
advances quality of life rather than indiscriminate growth.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Little Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World
and What to Do about It book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to give to you. The writer involving The Little Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World
and What to Do about It content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The
Little Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World and What to Do about It is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Christine McClellan:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is The
Little Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World and What to Do about It.

Tom Seaman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Little Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World and What to Do about It your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The The Little Big Number: How GDP
Came to Rule the World and What to Do about It giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ian Louviere:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Little Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World
and What to Do about It was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The
Little Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World and What to Do about It has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,



fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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