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Animal fables are said to have originated with Aesop, a semilegendary Samian slave, but the earliest
surviving record of the fables comes from the Latin poet Phaedrus, who introduced the new genre to Latin
literature. This verse translation of The Fables is the first in English in more than two hundred years.

In addition to the familiar animal fables, about a quarter of the book includes such diverse material as
prologues and epilogues, historical anecdotes, short stories, enlarged proverbs and sayings, comic episodes
and folk wisdom, and many incidental glimpses of Greek and Roman life in the classical period.

The Fables also sheds light on the personal history of Phaedrus, who seems to have been an educated slave,
eventually granted his freedom by the emperor Augustus. Phaedrus' style is lively, clean, and sparse, though
not at the cost of all detail and elaboration. It serves well as a vehicle for his two avowed purposes—to
entertain and to give wise counsel for the conduct of life. Like all fabulists, Phaedrus was a moralist, albeit
on a modest and popular level.

An excellent introduction by P. F. Widdows provides information about
Phaedrus, the history of The Fables, the metric style of the original and of this translation, and something of
the place of these fables in Western folklore. The translation is done in a free version of Anglo-Saxon
alliterative verse, a form used by W. H. Auden and chosen here to match the popular tone of Phaedrus' Latin
verse.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

The reason why? Because this The Fables of Phaedrus is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Dorathy Byers:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. The Fables of Phaedrus can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually
who have those short spare time problems.

Judith Roemer:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Fables of Phaedrus was bright colored and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Fables of Phaedrus has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.

Vincent Peck:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book
The Fables of Phaedrus we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative
person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life at this time book The Fables of Phaedrus. You can more desirable than now.
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