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"I've done everything in the theatre except marry a property man," Fanny Brice once boasted. "I've acted for
Belasco and I've laid 'em out in the rows at the Palace. I've doubled as an alligator; I've worked for the
Shuberts; and I've been joined to Billy Rose in the holy bonds. I've painted the house boards and I've sold
tickets and I've been fired by George M. Cohan. I've played in London before the king and in Oil City before
miners with lanterns in their caps." Fanny Brice was indeed show business personified, and in this luminous
volume, Herbert G. Goldman, acclaimed biographer of Al Jolson, illuminates the life of the woman who
inspired the spectacularly successful Broadway show and movie Funny Girl, the vehicle that catapulted
Barbra Streisand to super stardom.
In a work that is both glorious biography and captivating theatre history, Goldman illuminates both Fanny's
remarkable career on stage and radio--ranging from her first triumph as "Sadie Salome" to her long run as
radio's "Baby Snooks"--and her less-than-triumphant personal life. He reveals a woman who was a curious
mix of elegance and earthiness, of high and low class, a lady who lived like a duchess but cursed like a
sailor. She was probably the greatest comedienne the American stage has ever known as well as our first
truly great torch singer, the star of some of the most memorable Ziegfeld Follies in the 1910s and 1920s, and
Goldman covers her theatrical career and theatre world in vivid detail. But her personal life, as Goldman
shows, was less successful. The great love of her life, the gangster Nick Arnstein, was dashing, handsome,
sophisticated, but at bottom, a loser who failed at everything from running a shirt hospital to manufacturing
fire extinguishers, and who spent a good part of their marriage either hiding out, awaiting trial, or in prison.
Her first marriage was over almost as soon as it was consummated, and her third and last marriage, to Billy
Rose, the "Bantam Barnum," ended acrimoniously when Rose left her for swimmer Eleanor Holm. As she
herself remarked, "I never liked the men I loved, and I never loved the men I liked." Through it all, she
remained unaffected, intelligent, independent, and, above all, honest.
Goldman's biography of Al Jolson has been hailed by critics, fellow biographers, and entertainers alike.
Steve Allen called it "an amazing job of research" and added "Goldman's book brings Jolson back to life
indeed." The Philadelphia Inquirer said it was "the most comprehensive biography to date," and Ronald J.
Fields wrote that "Goldman has captured not only the wonderful feel of Al Jolson but the heartbeat of his
time." Now, with Fanny Brice, Goldman provides an equally accomplished portrait of the greatest woman
entertainer of that illustrious era, a volume that will delight every lover of the stage.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Cook:

The experience that you get from Fanny Brice: The Original Funny Girl may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Fanny Brice: The Original Funny Girl giving you joy feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Fanny Brice: The Original Funny Girl
instantly.

Joanne Hall:

This book untitled Fanny Brice: The Original Funny Girl to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Helen Sullivan:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Fanny Brice:
The Original Funny Girl, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

David Carter:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Fanny Brice: The Original Funny Girl is
simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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