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This volume introduces the field of child language development studies, and presents hypotheses in an
accessible, largely non-technical language, aiming to demonstrate the relationship between these hypotheses
and interpretations of data. It makes the assumption that having a theory of language development is as
important as having reliable data about what children say and understand, and it advocates a combination of
both `rationalist' and more 'empiricist' traditions. In fact, the author overtly argues that different traditions
provide different pieces of the picture, and that taking any single approach is unlikely to lead to productive
understanding.

Susan Foster-Cohen explores a range of issues, including the nature of prelinguistic communication and its
possible relationship to linguistic development; early stages of language development and how they can be
viewed in the light of later developments; the nature and role of children's experience with the language(s)
around them; variations in language development due to both pathological and non-pathological differences
between children, and (in the latter case) between the languages they learn; later oral language development;
and literacy. The approach is distinctly psycholinguistic and linguistic rather than sociolinguistic, although
there is significant treatment of issues which intersect with more sociolinguistic concerns (e.g. literacy,
language play, and bilingualism). There are exercises and discussion questions throughout, designed to
reinforce the ideas being presented, as well as to offer the student the opportunity to think beyond the text to
ideas at the cutting edge of research.

The accessible presentation of key issues will appeal to the intended undergraduate readership, and will be of
interest to those taking courses in language development, linguistics, developmental psychology, educational
linguistics, and speech pathology. The book will also serve as a useful introduction to students wishing to
pursue post-graduate courses which deal with child language development.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

The book An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language) gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a
book An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language) to get your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide An Introduction to Child Language
Development (Learning about Language). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Todd James:

The book An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book An Introduction to Child Language Development
(Learning about Language) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
look the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Gayle Meek:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This An Introduction to Child Language Development
(Learning about Language) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

David Swanson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about



Language) can make you sense more interested to read.
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