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Examines the enormous popular appeal of vampires from early Greek and Slavic folklore to present-day
popular culture.

It seems we’re awash in vampires these days, in everything from movies, television shows, and novels to
role-playing games, rock bands, and breakfast cereals. But what accounts for their enduring popular appeal?
In Vampire God, Mary Y. Hallab examines the mythic figure of the vampire from its origins in early Greek
and Slavic folklore, its transformation by Romantics like Byron, Le Fanu, and Stoker, and its diverse
representations in present-day popular culture. The allure of the vampire, Hallab argues, lies in its persistent
undeadness, its refusal to accept its mortal destiny of death and decay. Vampires appeal to our fear of dying
and our hope for immortality, and as a focus for our doubts and speculations, vampire literature offers
answers to many of our most urgent questions about the meaning of death, the nature of the human soul, and
its possible survival after bodily dissolution. Clearly written, with wry humor, Vampire God is a thoroughly
researched, ambitious study that draws on cultural, anthropological, and religious perspectives to explore the
significance and function of the vampire in relation to the scientific, social, psychological, and religious
beliefs of its time and place.

“Hallab offers enough new insights to keep even jaded, well-read scholars interested, and her wealth of
examples and obvious enthusiasm for the subject will likely entice even readers with only a passing interest
in the subject. It is certainly a worthy addition to any library.” — Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts

“Hallab’s book is a fascinating read that is expansive and informative without ever being boring. On top of
that, she has a great sense of humor (especially when it comes to religion) that is a welcome ingredient to
such an academically engaged text. Fans of the horror genre in general or vampires in particularly [sic]
would do well to pick this one up.” — Pop Theology

“…timely and interesting … For the influx of new students schooled in the pop-cultural sexuality of the
contemporary vampire, Hallab ups-the-ante beyond fashion and fandom, insisting there are more profound
ways to hang out with the damned.” — Journal of American Culture

“Vampire God offers a wide-ranging introduction for students and academics seeking a concise review of
canonical and scholarly vampire literature … [and] offers an expansive survey of predominant themes and
preoccupations of vampire literature over time that is both lively and accessible.” — Religion and the Arts

“Among the numerous studies published about the vampire in film and fiction, I would certainly rank
Hallab’s Vampire God at the top. She has mastered the ability to blend her discussion with both interesting
detail and larger social significance—a difficult balancing act indeed, and one that few have accomplished in
cultural studies.” — Gary Hoppenstand, editor of The Journal of Popular Culture

“Compared with most academic books, Vampire God is a delight to read. Hallab brings a wry sense of
humor to her book—and humor is something, it seems to me, lacking in most critical works. Within the
limited focus of vampire lore and literature, Hallab covers a lot of ground, and she covers it superbly.” —
Eric Miles Williamson, author of Oakland, Jack London, and Me



Mary Y. Hallab is Professor Emerita of English Literature at the University of Central Missouri.
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From reader reviews:

John Jacquez:

This Vampire God: The Allure of the Undead in Western Culture usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Vampire God: The Allure of the Undead in
Western Culture can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Vampire God: The Allure of the Undead in Western Culture giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Edgar Foley:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Vampire God: The
Allure of the Undead in Western Culture suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this
era. Often the book untitled Vampire God: The Allure of the Undead in Western Cultureis the one of several
books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Judy Bowen:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Vampire God: The Allure of the Undead in Western Culture why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Kenneth Hoy:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Vampire God: The Allure of the Undead in Western Culture was filled
with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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