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The provisional city is one of constant erasure and eruption. Through what Dana Cuff calls a "convulsive
urban act," developers both public and private demolish an urban site and disband its inhabitants, replacing it
with some vision of a better life that leaves no trace of the former structure. Architects bring their own
utopian dreams to the process. In this book, Cuff examines those convulsions through two underestimated
dimensions of architectural and urban form: scale and the politics of property. Scale is intimately tied to
degree of disruption: the larger a project's scale, the greater the upheaval. As both culture and geography,
real estate plays an equally significant role in urban formation.Focusing on Los Angeles, Cuff looks at urban
transformation through the architecture and land development of large-scale residential projects. She
demonstrates the inherent instability of very large sites. Having created perverse renditions of the very
problems they sought to solve, for example, public housing projects that underwent upheaval in the 1940s
and 1950s are doing so again.Cuff explores five cases that span the period from the 1930s, when federal
support for slum clearance and public housing caused convulsions near downtown, to a huge 1990s' mixed-
use development on one of Los Angeles's last remaining wetlands. The story takes us from the refined
modernist architecture of Richard Neutra to the self-conscious populism of the New Urbanism. The cases
illuminate the relationship of housing architecture to issues of race, class, urban design, geography, and
political ideology.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Hackett:

Typically the book The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and Urbanism (MIT Press) has
a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. That book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Peter Zimmerman:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and Urbanism (MIT
Press) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
ideal all of you.

Susan Hare:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and Urbanism (MIT Press) can
make you feel more interested to read.

Colin Wegner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The
Provisional City: Los Angeles Stories of Architecture and Urbanism (MIT Press).
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