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The freedom of the oceans of the world and coastal waters has been a contentious issue in international law
for the past four hundred years. The most influential argument in favor of freedom of navigation, trade, and
fishing was that put forth by the Dutch theorist Hugo Grotius in his 1609 Mare Liberum (The Free Sea).The
Free Sea was originally published in order to buttress Dutch claims of access to the lucrative markets
of the East Indies. It had been composed as the twelfth chapter of a larger work, De Jure Praedae
(Commentary on the Law of Prize and Booty), which Grotius had written to defend the Dutch East
India Company’s capture in 1603 of a rich Portuguese merchant ship in the Strait of
Singapore.Liberty Fund’s new edition of The Free Sea is the only translation of Grotius’s masterpiece
undertaken in his own lifetime, left in manuscript by the English historian, Richard Hakluyt
(1552–1616). It also contains William Welwod’s critique of Grotius (reprinted for the first time since
the seventeenth century) and Grotius’s reply to Welwod. These documents provide an indispensable
introduction to modern ideas of sovereignty and property as they emerged from the early-modern
tradition of natural law.

Hugo Grotius is one of the most important thinkers in the early-modern period. A great humanistic
polymath—lawyer and legal theorist, diplomat and political philosopher, ecumenical activist and
theologian—his work was seminal for modern natural law and influenced the moral, political, legal, and
theological thought of the Enlightenment, from Hobbes, Pufendorf, and Locke to Rousseau and Kant, as well
as America’s Founding leaders.David Armitage is the Lloyd C. Blankfein Professor of History at
Harvard University. He is the author of The Ideological Origins of the British Empire and The
Declaration of Independence: A Global History; the editor of Theories of Empire, 1450–1800; and the
co-editor of The British Atlantic World, 1500–1800, Shakespeare and Early Modern Political Thought,
and The Age of Revolutions in Global Context, c. 1760–1840.

Richard Hakluyt (d. 1616) was a geographer, editor, and translator of travel literature. Knud Haakonssen
is Professor of Intellectual History and Director of the Centre for Intellectual History at the University
of Sussex, England.
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From reader reviews:

William Fugate:

The book The Free Sea (Natural Law Paper) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension
or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Free Sea (Natural Law
Paper) to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read
a e-book The Free Sea (Natural Law Paper). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

William Martel:

The book The Free Sea (Natural Law Paper) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Free Sea
(Natural Law Paper)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Free Sea (Natural
Law Paper) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search
the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Kimberley Bailey:

This book untitled The Free Sea (Natural Law Paper) to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind
of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Tonette Land:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually The Free Sea (Natural Law Paper).
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