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Not easily translated, the Spanish terms cursi and cursilería refer to a cultural phenomenon widely prevalent
in Spanish society since the nineteenth century. Like "kitsch," cursi evokes the idea of bad taste, but it also
suggests one who has pretensions of refinement and elegance without possessing them. In The Culture of
Cursilería, Noël Valis examines the social meanings of cursi, viewing it as a window into modern Spanish
history and particularly into the development of middle-class culture.

Valis finds evidence in literature, cultural objects, and popular customs to
argue that cursilería has its roots in a sense of cultural inadequacy felt by the lower middle classes in
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century Spain. The Spain of this era, popularly viewed as the European
power most resistant to economic and social modernization, is characterized by Valis as suffering from
nostalgia for a bygone, romanticized society that structured itself on strict class delineations. With the
development of an economic middle class during the latter half of the nineteenth century, these designations
began to break down, and individuals across all levels of the middle class exaggerated their own social status
in an attempt to protect their cultural capital. While the resulting manifestations of cursilería were often
provincial, indeed backward, the concept was—and still is—closely associated with a sense of home.
Ultimately, Valis shows how cursilería embodied the disparity between old ways and new, and how in its
awkward manners, airs of pretension, and graceless anxieties it represents Spain's uneasy surrender to the
forces of modernity.

The Culture of Cursilería will interest students and scholars of Latin America, cultural studies, Spanish
literature, and modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Ridgway:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Culture of Cursilería: Bad
Taste, Kitsch, and Class in Modern Spain that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Culture of Cursilería: Bad Taste,
Kitsch, and Class in Modern Spain become your starter.

Jenifer Bell:

Beside this The Culture of Cursilería: Bad Taste, Kitsch, and Class in Modern Spain in your phone, it can
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have The Culture of Cursilería: Bad Taste, Kitsch, and Class in Modern Spain
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book
and read it from right now!

William Tietjen:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Culture of Cursilería: Bad Taste, Kitsch, and Class
in Modern Spain can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Helen Noyola:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Culture of
Cursilería: Bad Taste, Kitsch, and Class in Modern Spain.
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