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No playwright in the history of the American theater has captured the soul of the nation more
incisively than Horton Foote.

From his Pulitzer Prize-winning play, The Young Man From Atlanta, to his film adaptation of To Kill a
Mockingbird, which received an Oscar, millions of people have been touched by Foote's work. He has long
been regarded by other playwrights and screenwriters, actors, and cognoscenti of the theater and cinema as
America's master storyteller; critics compared him to William Faulkner and Anton Chekhov. Yet Horton
Foote's compelling character and rich life remain largely unknown to the general public. His is the story of
an artist who refused to compromise his talents for the sake of fame or money, or just to keep working --
who insisted on writing what he regarded as truth, even when for many years almost no one would listen.

In the first comprehensive biography of this remarkable writer, Wilborn Hampton introduces Foote to
countless Americans who have admired his work. Hampton, a theater critic for The New York Times, offers a
colorful, compulsively readable account of a life and career that spanned seven decades.

As a child in the small town of Wharton, Texas, Foote's favorite pastime was to listen to the stories his elders
told -- about themselves, their families, their neighbors -- around the dinner table or sitting on the front
porch. As he once explained: "One thing I was given in life is a deep desire to listen. I've spent my life
listening. These stories have haunted me all my life." The stories also served as an inspiration for Foote's life
work as he chronicled America's wistful odyssey through the twentieth century, mostly from the perspective
of a small town in Texas. Beginning in the Golden Age of Television with dramas such as The Trip to
Bountiful, through Broadway and Off-Broadway successes, to the mark he made in films such as Tender
Mercies, and right up through a staging of his complete nine-play opus The Orphans' Home Cycle, he
documented the struggle of ordinary people to maintain their dignity in the face of hardship and change that
the erosion of time inevitably brings. It is a theme Horton Foote lived. Yet the paradox that shines through
his work is that while the externals of life alter over the years -- wealth may be gained or squandered, love
may be won or lost, friends and relations die -- people themselves do not.

Like Eugene O'Neill, Arthur Miller, and Tennessee Williams, Horton Foote's portraits of American life are
iconic and true. His stories have helped shape the way Americans see themselves -- indeed, they have
become part of the nation's psyche, and they will speak to many generations to come.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Bonk:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Horton Foote: America's
Storyteller will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Barbara Kimmel:

This Horton Foote: America's Storyteller book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Horton
Foote: America's Storyteller without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Horton Foote: America's Storyteller can bring whenever you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even telephone. This Horton Foote: America's Storyteller having fine arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Teresa Thomas:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Horton Foote: America's Storyteller is
simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Bradley Roberts:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is Horton Foote: America's Storyteller. This book which can be qualified
as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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