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Chester Himes and John A. Williams met in 1961, as Himes was on the cusp of transcontinental celebrity
and Williams, sixteen years hisjunior, was just beginning his writing career. Both men would go on to
receive international acclaim for their work, including Himes's Harlem detective novels featuring Grave
Digger Jones and Coffin Ed Johnson and Williams' s major novels The Man Who Cried | Am, Captain
Blackman, and Clifford’s Blues. Dear Chester, Dear John is alandmark collection of correspondence
between these two friends, presenting nearly three decades worth of letters about their lives and loves, their
professional and personal challenges, and their reflections on society in the United States and abroad.

Prepared by John A. Williams and his wife, Lori, this collection contains rare and personal glimpsesinto the
lives of Williams and Himes between 1962 and 1987. Asthe writers find increasing professional success and
recognition, they share candid assessments of each others' work and also discuss the numerous pitfalls they
faced as African American writersin the publishing world. The letters offer awindow into Himes's and
Williams's personalities, as the elder writer reveals his notoriously difficult and suspicious streak, and
Williams betrays both immense affection and frustration in dealing with his old friend. Despite severa rifts
in their relationship, Williams's concern for Himes' s failing health ensured that the two kept in touch until
Himes's death.

Dear Chester, Dear John is a heartfelt and informative collection that allows readers to step behind the scenes

of alifelong friendship between two important literary figures. Students and teachers of African American
literature will enjoy this one-of-a-kind volume.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Powell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Dear Chester, Dear John: L etters between Chester Himes and John A.
Williams. Try to make the book Dear Chester, Dear John: Letters between Chester Himes and John A.
Williams as your pal. It meansthat it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Tom Seaman:

The reserve with title Dear Chester, Dear John: L etters between Chester Himes and John A. Williams has a
lot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. That book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently.
That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you inside new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Helen Arnold:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have alook at some books. One
of several booksin thetop listing in your reading list is definitely Dear Chester, Dear John: L etters between
Chester Himes and John A. Williams. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Robert Maas:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication Dear Chester, Dear John: L etters between Chester Himes and John A.
Williams was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike today, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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