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Since the Enlightenment, alchemy has been viewed as a sort of antiscience, disparaged by many historians as
aform of lunacy that impeded the development of rational chemistry. But in Atoms and Alchemy, William R.
Newman—a historian widely credited for reviving recent interest in alchemy—exposes the speciousness of
these views and challenges widely held beliefs about the origins of the Scientific Revolution.

Tracing the alchemical roots of Robert Boyle' s famous mechanical philosophy, Newman shows that alchemy
contributed to the mechanization of nature, a movement that lay at the very heart of scientific discovery.
Boyle and his predecessors—figures like the mysterious medieval Geber or the Lutheran professor Daniel
Sennert—provided convincing experimental proof that matter is made up of enduring particles at the
microlevel. At the same time, Newman argues that alchemists created the operational criterion of an
“atomic” element as the last point of analysis, thereby contributing a key feature to the devel opment of later
chemistry. Atomsand Alchemy thus provokes a refreshing debate about the origins of modern science and
will be welcomed—and deliberated—nby all who are interested in the development of scientific theory and
practice.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Davis:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y es, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take awalk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Atoms
and Alchemy: Chymistry and the Experimental Origins of the Scientific Revolution? Maybe it isto be best
activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Joel Fallis;

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Atoms and Alchemy: Chymistry and the
Experimental Origins of the Scientific Revolution is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jose Ander son:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Atoms and Alchemy: Chymistry
and the Experimental Origins of the Scientific Revolution is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Susan Gaier:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. Aswe
know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring usto
around the world. By the book Atoms and Alchemy: Chymistry and the Experimental Origins of the
Scientific Revolution we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative
person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't ways
be doubt to change your life at this book Atoms and Alchemy: Chymistry and the Experimental Origins of
the Scientific Revolution. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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