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The problem came to a head one day as I was driving through Tokyo. While waiting for the light to change, I
saw the following public service announcement on the side of a bus: Omoiyari hitonikurumani konomachini
(Sympathy / toward people, toward cars / toward this town). Seventeen syllables. Five-seven-five format. It
must be a haiku, I thought. But when I reached the office and repeated the announcement to my Japanese
coworkers, none of them thought it was a haiku. I knew they were thinking to themselves, What kind of a
lunatic is she? One tried to break the news to me gently, It’s not a haiku, it’s an advertising jingle. Well, I
knew it was an advertising jingle, but still, wasn’t it an advertising jingle haiku?—From The Haiku
Apprentice

Abigail Friedman was an American diplomat in Tokyo, not a writer. A chance encounter leads her to a haiku
group, where she discovers poetry that anyone can enjoy writing. Her teacher and fellow haiku group
members instruct her in seasonal flora and fauna, and gradually she learns to describe the world in plain
words, becoming one of the millions in Japan who lead a haiku life. This is the author’s story of her literary
and cultural voyage, and more: it is an invitation to readers to form their own neighborhood haiku groups
and, like her, learn to see the world anew.

"...A deft and seamless merging of genres: at once memoir, travel literature, and an unpretentious guide onto
the terrain of Japanese poetry. It will appeal not just to poetry lovers, but to all readers who are curious about
the world beyond their own borders." -- Foreword Magazine

"Friedman is an appealing guide through an alternate Japan where modern people make poems about teacups
and temples but also about skyscrapers and kidney surgery." -- East Bay Express

"The book is not designed to make the reader a poet, but it does, perhaps, help us to pay more attention to
our poetical eye." -- BiblioBuffet

"The Haiku Apprentice gives the reader an original, thoughtful and personal glimpse of one expat’s
productive encounter with Japan." -- Metropolis

"...Notable for its frankness and enthusiasm...Friedman has made a lively narrative out of the things she
learned..." -- The Japan Times
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan had been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The publication The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book The Haiku
Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Peter Barba:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan book
is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
regarding The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in
Japan is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Doris Brown:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get previous to. The The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan giving
you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Elizabeth Fischer:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top record in your reading list is usually The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan.



This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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