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America has long been heralded as the land of opportunity, but for our very youngest citizens, it is too often
a land of despair. Every year, a shocking 32,000 American babies die before they reach their first birthday.
More than one-quarter of the children under age three live in families with incomes below the poverty line,
and only 67% of children under two get the necessary series of immunizations needed to protect them from
life-threatening illnesses. Despite America's world leadership in research in child healthcare and
development, in all the statistical indicators of children's well-being--physical, developmental, educational
and behavioral--we lag well behind most advanced industrialized societies. While recent years have seen
some piecemeal attention paid to policy issues affecting preschoolers aged three to five, our infants and
toddlers are still perilously ignored, largely invisible in American social policy.

In Starting Right, internationally recognized child and family policy experts Sheila B. Kamerman and Alfred
J. Kahn present the pressing practical, political, and moral reasons why we must invest more time and money
in America's youngest children, and their families. Singling out the best of current childcare policies and
practices in the U.S. and western Europe, they call for a three-pronged approach to helping parents raise
young children well: ensuring adequate income through strategies such as a child tax credit; providing
essential services such as children's healthcare, child care, and family support programs; and offering
working parents more generous leaves to spend time with their children. Kamerman and Kahn carefully
assess the costs of implementing each of their proposals, demonstrating that the price is neither unreasonable
nor beyond our means. Drawing on their own studies and all the latest research, the authors show that this
investment in our children's early years is ultimately cheaper in both financial and human terms than the
alternatives we live with now. For example in 1950, when Finland was just establishing its healthcare
system, the infant mortality rate was 43.5 per 1,000 live births. The Finnish system emphasizes free and
universal access to healthcare for all citizens, including family planning services, prenatal care, and home
visits by nurses to families with newborns. Contagious childhood diseases have now been virtually
eliminated, and by 1990 the infant mortality rate had plunged to 5.5 per 1,000, making Finland the world
leader in the conquest of infant mortality.

A clarion call to action and a reasoned and attainable prescription for change, Starting Right lays the
groundwork for providing all of America's youngest children with the fighting chance they deserve to lead
happy, healthy, and productive lives. At stake are our children's futures, and America's future as well.
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From reader reviews:

Randolph Dilworth:

This Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Starting Right: How America
Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It without we comprehend teach the one who
studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Starting Right: How America
Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It can bring whenever you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone.
This Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It having
great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Enoch Dutton:

The reserve untitled Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do
About It is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Starting Right:
How America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Gordon Lipsky:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely
can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Starting Right: How America Neglects Its
Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Hayden Wright:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest
Children and What We Can Do About It can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one



book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need
to have Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It.
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