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Is the "private" experience of religion counterproductive to engagement in public life? Does the "public"
experience of religion contribute anything distinctive to civic engagement? Pews, Prayers, and Participation
offers a fresh approach to key questions about what role religion plays in fostering civic responsibility in
contemporary American society. Written by five prominent scholars of religion and politics, led by Calvin
College's Corwin Smidt, the book brilliantly articulates how religion shapes participation in a range of civic
activities?from behaviors (such as membership in voluntary associations, volunteering, and charitable
contributions) to capacities (such as civic skills and knowledge), to virtues (such as law-abidingness,
tolerance, and work ethic).

In the course of their study the authors examine whether an individual exhibits a diminished, a privatized, a
public, or an integrated form of religious expression, based on the individual's level of participation in both
the public (worship) or private (prayer) dimensions of religious life. They question whether the privatization
of religious life is counterproductive to engagement in public life, and they show that religion does indeed
play a significant role in fostering civic responsibility across each of its particular facets.

Pews, Prayers, and Participation is a bold and provocative clarion call to the continuing importance and
changing nature of religion in American public life. It will be of particular interest to students and scholars of
religion and politics, and culture and politics, as well as general readers with an interest in the impact of
religion in the public sphere.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Taylor:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Pews, Prayers, and
Participation: Religion and Civic Responsibility in America (Religion and Politics series). All type of book
could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Brenda Schweiger:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Pews, Prayers,
and Participation: Religion and Civic Responsibility in America (Religion and Politics series).

Leigh Grayer:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be examine. Pews, Prayers, and Participation: Religion and Civic Responsibility in America (Religion and
Politics series) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short spare time
problems.

Caitlin Cruz:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Pews, Prayers, and Participation:
Religion and Civic Responsibility in America (Religion and Politics series) to make your reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be
very first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Pews,
Prayers, and Participation: Religion and Civic Responsibility in America (Religion and Politics series) can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their
time.
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