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Bluejackets in the Blubber Room explores key events in US maritime history from the 1820s to the end of the
Civil War through the biography of the sailing ship William Badger.

 

Taking a biographical approach to his subject, Peter Kurtz describes three phases of the life of the William
Badger, a sailing ship with a long and exemplary life on the sea: first as a merchant ship carrying raw
materials and goods between New England, the US South, and Europe; second as a whaling ship; and finally
as a supply ship providing coal and stores for the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron in Beaufort, North
Carolina, during the Civil War.

 

Kurtz begins Bluejackets in the Blubber Room by exploring early American shipbuilding and shipbuilders in
the Piscataqua region of Maine and New Hampshire and the kinds of raw materials harvested and used in
making the wooden sailing ships of the time. After its construction, the Badger became part of the key
economic trade between New England, the US South, and Europe. The ship carried raw materials such as
timber from New England to New Orleans and subsequently cotton from New Orleans to Spain and
Liverpool, England. Using ship logs, sailors’ accounts, and other primary sources, Kurtz delves into both the
people and the economics of this critical “cotton triangle” trade.

 

Following service as a merchant ship, the Badger became a whaling ship, carrying its New England–based
crew as far as the South Pacific. Kurtz presents a colorful story of life aboard a whaling ship and in the
whaling towns ranging from Lynn, Massachusetts, to Cape Leeuwin, Australia. Finally, Kurtz describes the
last phase of the Badger’s life as a key player as a supply ship in the Union Navy’s blockade effort. Although
not the most dramatic duty a sailor could have, blockade supply nevertheless was critical to the United
States’ prosecution of the Civil War and eventual victory. Kurtz examines the decision-making involved in
procuring such ships and their crew, notably “refugees” and escaped slaves known as “contrabands.”
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

Here thing why that Bluejackets in the Blubber Room: A Biography of the William Badger, 1828-1865 are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Bluejackets in the Blubber Room: A Biography of
the William Badger, 1828-1865 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Bluejackets in the Blubber Room: A Biography
of the William Badger, 1828-1865. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Bluejackets in the Blubber Room: A Biography of the
William Badger, 1828-1865 in e-book can be your substitute.

Barbara Akins:

The reason? Because this Bluejackets in the Blubber Room: A Biography of the William Badger, 1828-1865
is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Karyn Turner:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal
with may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not
since fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Bluejackets in the Blubber Room: A
Biography of the William Badger, 1828-1865 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well
as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Anthony Wood:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but



if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Bluejackets in the Blubber Room: A Biography of the William Badger, 1828-1865 will
give you new experience in studying a book.
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