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Buddhism is widely known to advocate a stance of total pacifism towards all sentient beings, and because of
this, it is often thought that Buddhist doctrine would stipulate that non-violent food practices, such as
vegetarianism, be mandatory. However, the P?li source materials do not encourage vegetarianism and most
Buddhists do not practice it. Using research based on ethnographic evidence and interviews, this book
discusses this issue by presenting an investigation of vegetarianism and animal ethics within a Buddhist
cultural domain.

Focusing on Sri Lanka, a place of great historical significance to Buddhism, the book looks at how lay
Buddhists and the clergy came to understand the role of vegetarianism and animal ethics in Buddhism. It
analyses whether the Buddha preached a view that encouraged vegetarianism, and how this squares with his
pacifism towards animals. The book goes on to question how Buddhist food practices intersect with other
secular activities such as traditional medicine, as well as discussing the wider implications of Buddhist
animal pacifism including vegetarian political movements and animal rights groups.

Shedding light on a subject that, until now, has only been tangentially treated by scholars, this
interdisciplinary study will be of interest to those working in the fields of Buddhist Studies, Religion and
Philosophy, as well as South Asian Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Perl:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Vegetarianism and Animal Ethics in
Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge Studies in Asian Religion and Philosophy) will make you to be smarter.
You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or
reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Sheila Dickerson:

The guide untitled Vegetarianism and Animal Ethics in Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge Studies in
Asian Religion and Philosophy) is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of Vegetarianism and Animal Ethics in Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge Studies in Asian
Religion and Philosophy) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Herbert Gist:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Vegetarianism and Animal Ethics in
Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge Studies in Asian Religion and Philosophy) can be the response, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jocelyn Lee:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Vegetarianism and Animal Ethics in Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge Studies in Asian
Religion and Philosophy) when you needed it?
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