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The laws that governed the institution of slavery in early Texas were enacted over a fifty-year period in
which Texas moved through incarnations as a Spanish colony, a Mexican state, an independent republic, a
part of the United States, and a Confederate state. This unusual legal heritage sets Texas apart from the other
slave-holding states and provides a unique opportunity to examine how slave laws were enacted and upheld
as political and legal structures changed. The Laws of Slavery in Texas makes that examination possible by
combining seminal historical essays with excerpts from key legal documents from the slave period and tying
them together with interpretive commentary by the foremost scholar on the subject, Randolph B.
Campbell.Campbell's commentary focuses on an aspect of slave law that was particularly evident in the
evolving legal system of early Texas: the dilemma that arose when human beings were treated as property.
As Campbell points out, defining slaves as moveable property, or chattel, presented a serious difficulty to
those who wrote and interpreted the law because, unlike any other form of property, slaves were sentient
beings. They were held responsible for their crimes, and in numerous other ways statute and case law dealing
with slavery recognized the humanness of the enslaved. Attempts to protect the property rights of slave
owners led to increasingly restrictive laws—including laws concerning free blacks—that were difficult to
uphold. The documents in this collection reveal both the roots of the dilemma and its inevitable outcome.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Richardson:

The book The Laws of Slavery in Texas (Texas Legal Studies) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
The Laws of Slavery in Texas (Texas Legal Studies) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like open up and read a publication The Laws of Slavery in Texas (Texas Legal Studies).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Santa McNabb:

The guide with title The Laws of Slavery in Texas (Texas Legal Studies) has lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Emily Meredith:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely The Laws of Slavery in Texas (Texas Legal Studies).

April Brooks:

This The Laws of Slavery in Texas (Texas Legal Studies) is great e-book for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Laws of Slavery in Texas (Texas Legal Studies) in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen
small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt which?
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