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Despite the abundance of books on the Civil War, not one has focused exclusively on what was in fact the
determining factor in the outcome of the conflict: differences in Union and Southern strategy. In The Grand
Design, Donald Stoker provides for the first time a comprehensive and often surprising account of strategy as
it evolved between Fort Sumter and Appomattox. Reminding us that strategy is different from tactics
(battlefield deployments) and operations (campaigns conducted in pursuit of a strategy), Stoker examines
how Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis identified their political goals and worked with their generals to
craft the military means to achieve them--or how they often failed to do so. Stoker shows that Davis, despite
a West Point education and experience as Secretary of War, ultimately failed as a strategist by losing control
of the political side of the war. Lincoln, in contrast, evolved a clear strategic vision, but he failed for years to
make his generals implement it. And while Robert E. Lee was unerring in his ability to determine the Union's
strategic heart--its center of gravity--he proved mistaken in his assessment of how to destroy it. Historians
have often argued that the North's advantages in population and industry ensured certain victory. In The
Grand Design, Stoker reasserts the centrality of the overarching plan on each side, arguing convincingly that
it was strategy that determined the result of America's great national conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Ford:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War. Try to the actual book
The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Suzanne Jensen:

The book The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War will bring you to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil
War is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Elton Williams:

Beside that The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Dorothy Cropper:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Grand Design: Strategy and the
U.S. Civil War or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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