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The nearly ten-month struggle for Petersburg, Virginia, is well known to students of the Civil War.
Surprisingly few readers, however, are aware that Petersburg’s citizens felt war’s hard hand nearly a week
before the armies of Grant and Lee arrived on their doorstep in the middle of June 1864. Distinguished
historian William Glenn Robertson rectifies this oversight with the publication of The First Battle for
Petersburg in a special revised Sesquicentennial edition.

During his ill-fated Bermuda Hundred Campaign, Maj. Gen. Benjamin Butler in late May took note of the
“Cockade City’s” position astride Richmond’s railroad lifeline and its minuscule garrison. When two
attempts to seize the city and destroy the bridges over the Appomattox River failed, Butler mounted an
expedition to Petersburg on June 9. Led by Maj. Gen. Quincy Gillmore and Brig. Gen. August Kautz, the
Federal force of 3,300 infantry and 1,300 cavalry appeared large enough to overwhelm Brig. Gen. Henry
Wise’s paltry 1,200 Confederate defenders, one-quarter of which were reserves that included several
companies of elderly men and teenagers. The attack on the critical logistical center, and how the
Confederates managed to hold the city, is the subject of Robertson’s groundbreaking study. Ironically,
Butler’s effort resulted in Gen. P. G. T. Beauregard’s decision to slightly enlarge Petersburg’s
garrison—troops that may have provided the razor-thin margin of difference when the head of the Army of
the Potomac appeared in strength six days later.

The First Battle for Petersburg describes the strategy, tactics, and generalship of the Battle of June 9 in full
detail, as well as the impact on the city’s citizens, both in and out of the ranks. Robertson’s study is grounded
in extensive primary sources supported by original maps and photos and illustrations. It remains the most
comprehensive analysis of the June 9 engagement of Petersburg’s “old men and young boys.”

Petersburg itself has never forgotten the sacrifices of its citizens on that summer day 150 years ago, and
continues to honor their service with an annual commemoration. Once you read Dr. Robertson’s The First
Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864, you will understand why.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Bentley:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The First Battle for Petersburg: The Attack
and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or ideal book with you?

Justin Oliver:

This book untitled The First Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9,
1864 to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order
it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book
from your list.

Debra Espiritu:

The book untitled The First Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have
a nice examine.

Martha Royal:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The First Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864
can make you sense more interested to read.
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