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Arguments over the developmental origins of human knowledge are ancient, founded in the writings of
Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, and Kant. They have also persisted long enough to become a core area of
inquiry in cognitive and developmental science. Empirical contributions to these debates, however, appeared
only in the last century, when Jean Piaget offered the first viable theory of knowledge acquisition that
centered on the great themes discussed by Kant: object, space, time, and causality. The essence of Piaget's
theory is constructivism: The building of concepts from simpler perceptual and cognitive precursors, in
particular from experience gained through manual behaviors and observation.

The constructivist view was disputed by a generation of researchers dedicated to the idea of the "competent
infant," endowed with knowledge (say, of permanent objects) that emerged prior to facile manual behaviors.
Taking this possibility further, it has been proposed that many fundamental cognitive mechanisms --
reasoning, event prediction, decision-making, hypothesis testing, and deduction -- operate independently of
all experience, and are, in this sense, innate. The competent-infant view has an intuitive appeal, attested to by
its widespread popularity, and it enjoys a kind of parsimony: It avoids the supposed philosophical pitfall
posed by having to account for novel forms of knowledge in inductive learners. But this view leaves
unaddressed a vital challenge: to understand the mechanisms by which new knowledge arises.

This challenge has now been met. The neoconstructivist approach is rooted in Piaget's constructivist
emphasis on developmental mechanisms, yet also reflects modern advances in our understanding of learning
mechanisms, cortical development, and modeling. This book brings together, for the first time, theoretical
views that embrace computational models and developmental neurobiology, and emphasize the interplay of
time, experience, and cortical architecture to explain emergent knowledge, with an empirical line of research
identifying a set of general-purpose sensory, perceptual, and learning mechanisms that guide knowledge
acquisition across different domains and through development.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Overbay:

This book untitled Neoconstructivism: The New Science of Cognitive Development to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Michael Rodiguez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Neoconstructivism: The New Science
of Cognitive Development, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

Daniel Ellis:

This Neoconstructivism: The New Science of Cognitive Development is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Neoconstructivism: The New Science of Cognitive Development in your hand like having the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten
or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that will?

Elbert Gibson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Neoconstructivism: The New
Science of Cognitive Development which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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