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'Markedness' refers to the tendency of languages to show a preference for particular structures or sounds.
This bias towards 'marked' elements is consistent within and across languages, and tells us a great deal about
what languages can and cannot do. This pioneering study presents a groundbreaking theory of markedness in
phonology. De Lacy argues that markedness is part of our linguistic competence, and is determined by three
conflicting mechanisms in the brain: (a) pressure to preserve marked sounds ('preservation'), (b) pressure to
turn marked sounds into unmarked sounds ('reduction'), and (c) a mechanism allowing the distinction
between marked and unmarked sounds to be collapsed ('conflation'). He shows that due to these mechanisms,
markedness occurs only when preservation is irrelevant. Drawing on examples of phenomena such as
epenthesis, neutralisation, assimilation, vowel reduction and sonority-driven stress, Markedness offers an
important insight into this essential concept in the understanding of human language.
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From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies
in Linguistics).

Jeanie Hynes:

With other case, little persons like to read book Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important the book Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Steven Dillinger:

The actual book Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics)
will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Markedness:
Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Gregory Polster:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in
Linguistics) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book provides high quality.
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