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Ever wonder what going on the wagon has to do with drinking? Why does extreme behavior take the cake?
And did Americans' pocket change ever really include wooden nickels? Many of our most intriguing
expressions grew out of once-familiar bits of American culture, the roots of which are now obscure.
Respected linguist Rosemarie Ostler demystifies over 150 of these colorful homegrown figures of speech.
She traces each saying from its first known appearance in print to its place in modern English, uncovering a
host of cultural and historical tidbits along the way.

Homegrown metaphors sprang up on American soil almost as fast as the colonists' first bean crop. Just as
they learned new farming skills and adjusted to an unfamiliar diet, they shaped their language to fit their new
situation. Expressions like to play possum and bury the hatchet are uniquely American — they would hardly
have made sense in the old country, where possums didn’t exist and where hatchets were used only for
splitting firewood. Ostler explains the rich history of figures of speech that grew out of the landscape and
culture of North America

Much more than alist of phrases and definitions, Let’s Talk Turkey isalively and enjoyable exploration of
how Americans developed their own inimitable style of speech. Expressions are arranged by cultural
categories. These include some of our most bountiful sources for metaphor — the great outdoors, business,
entertainment, politics, cops and robbers, food and drink, and doing chores. The thoroughly researched
entries reveal the latest etymological discoveries, along with charming and illustrative quotes.

This entertaining, amusing, and very informative reference book is sure to captivate language lovers of all
ages, as well as anyone fascinated with the byways and back roads of American lore.
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From reader reviews:
Herbert Beckley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind America's Favorite Expressions.
Try to the actual book Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind America's Favorite Expressions as your buddy.
It means that it can for being your friend when you experience al one and beside associated with course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So, let's make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

IrmaHuges:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories
Behind Americas Favorite Expressions that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading habit al over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind America's Favorite
Expressions become your personal starter.

Debra Davis;

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind
Americas Favorite Expressions e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Let's Talk Turkey:
The Stories Behind America's Favorite Expressions as good book not only by the cover but aso through the
content. Thisis one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick that! ? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Hilton Rogers:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you personally is Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind America's Favorite



Expressions this book consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explainitis
easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this
book appropriate all of you.
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