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Foreword by Christoph Cardinal Schönborn

Darwin’s theory of evolution remains controversial, even though most scientists, philosophers, and even
theologians accept it, in some form, as an explanation for the variety of organisms. The controversy erupts
when the theory is used to try to explain everything, including every aspect of human life, and to deny the
role of a Creator or a purpose to life.

The overreaching of many scientists into matters beyond the self-imposed limits of scientific method is
perhaps explained in part by the loss of two important ideas in modern thinking—final causality or purpose,
and formal causality. Scientists understandably bracket the idea out of their scientific thinking because they
seek explanations on the level of material and efficient causes only. Yet many of them wrongly conclude
from their selective study of the world that final and formal causes do not exist at all and that they have no
place in the rational study of life. Likewise, many erroneously assume that philosophy cannot draw upon
scientific findings, in light of final and formal causality, to better understand the world and man.

The great philosopher and historian of philosophy, Étienne Gilson, sets out to show that final causality or
purposiveness and formal causality are principles for those who think hard and carefully about the world,
including the world of biology. Gilson insists that a completely rational understanding of organisms and
biological systems requires the philosophical notion of teleology, the idea that certain kinds of things exist
and have ends or purposes the fulfillment of which are linked to their natures—in other words, formal and
final causes. His approach relies on philosophical reflection on the facts of science, not upon theology or an
appeal to religious authorities such as the Church or the Bible.

“The object of the present essay is not to make of final causality a scientific notion, which it is not, but to
show that it is a philosophical inevitability and, consequently, a constant of biophilosophy, or philosophy of
life. It is not, then, a question of theology. If there is teleology in nature, the theologian has the right to rely
on this fact in order to draw from it the consequences which, in his eyes, proceed from it concerning the
existence of God. But the existence of teleology in the universe is the object of a properly philosophical
reflection, which has no other goal than to confirm or invalidate the reality of it. The present work will be
concerned with nothing else: reason interpreting sensible experience—does it or does it not conclude to the
existence of teleology in nature?”
—Étienne Gilson

“Gilson shows us that those who glibly suppose that modern biology has refuted Aristotle’s doctrine of final
causality do not properly understand either. The reprinting of this classic will, we can hope, contribute to the
long-overdue revival of the philosophy of nature as an active field of study.”
—Edward Feser, author of The Last Superstition: A Refutation of the New Atheism

Étienne Gilson (1884–1978) was a renowned French philosopher and historian of philosophy, and a member
of the prestigious French Academy. He was a prominent leader in the twentieth–century resurgence of the
philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas. Among his books are The Unity of Philosophical Experience, The Spirit



of Medieval Philosophy, and The History of Christian Philosophy in the Middle Ages.

 Download From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in F ...pdf

 Read Online From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in Final
Causality, Species and Evolution Etienne Gilson

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B015P7CPUA
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B015P7CPUA
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B015P7CPUA
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B015P7CPUA
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B015P7CPUA
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B015P7CPUA
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B015P7CPUA
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B015P7CPUA


Download and Read Free Online From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in Final
Causality, Species and Evolution Etienne Gilson

From reader reviews:

Nathan Ramsey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in Final Causality,
Species and Evolution. Try to make book From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in Final
Causality, Species and Evolution as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ettie Hardcastle:

The book From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in Final Causality, Species and Evolution
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the best thing like a book From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in Final
Causality, Species and Evolution? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in Final Causality, Species and Evolution has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

William Fields:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in Final Causality, Species
and Evolution it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book provides high quality.

Kristen Blasingame:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need



more time to be go through. From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again: A Journey in Final Causality,
Species and Evolution can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short time
problems.
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