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Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967 Emily Alice Katz
Demonstrates how American Jews used culture—art, dance, music, fashion, literature—to win the hearts and
minds of postwar Americansto the cause of Isra€l.

Bringing Zion Home examines the role of culture in the establishment of the “ special relationship” between
the United States and Israel in the immediate postwar decades. Many American Jews first encountered I srael
through their roles as tastemakers, consumers, and cultural impresarios—that is, by writing and reading
about Israel; dancing Israeli folk dances; promoting and purchasing Isragli goods; and presenting Isragli art
and music. It was precisely by means of these cultural practices, argues Emily Alice Katz, that American
Jews insisted on Israel’s “natural” place in American culture, a phenomenon that continues to shape
America srelationship with Israel today.

Katz shows that American Jews promotion and consumption of Israel in the cultural realm was bound up
with multiple agendas, including the quest for Jewish authenticity in a postimmigrant milieu and the desire of
upwardly mobile Jews to polish their statusin American society. And, crucialy, asinfluential cultural and
political elites positioned “culture” as both an engine of American dominance and as a purveyor of peacein
the Cold War, many of Israel’s American Jewish impresarios proclaimed publicly that cultural patronage of
and exchange with Israel advanced America’ sinterests in the Middle East and helped spread the “ American
way” in the postwar world. Bringing Zion Home is the first book to shine alight squarely upon the role and
importance of Isragl in the arts, popular culture, and material culture of postwar America.

Emily Alice Katz teaches history at the University of California, Irvine.
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From reader reviews:
Michadl Milliner:

Within other case, little people like to read book Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish Culture,
1948-1967. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a new book Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967. Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book aswell as searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

David Shetler:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhileisreading. Y eah, by
reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish
Culture, 1948-1967 book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Clarence Cobb:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This Bringing Zion Home: Isragl in American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967 book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer connected with Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967 content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different by means of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking Bringing Zion Home: Israel in
American Jewish Culture, 1948-1967 is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Judith Bowman:

Isit a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Bringing Zion Home: Israel in American Jewish
Culture, 1948-1967 can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?
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