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Tropical Africa was one of the last regions of the world to experience formal European colonialism, a
process that coincided with the advent of a range of new scientific specialties and research methods. Africa
as a Living Laboratory is a far-reaching study of the thorny relationship between imperialism and the role of
scientific expertise—environmental, medical, racial, and anthropological—in the colonization of British
Africa.

A key source for Helen Tilley’s analysis is the African Research Survey, a project undertaken in the 1930s to
explore how modern science was being applied to African problems. This project both embraced and
recommended an interdisciplinary approach to research on Africa that, Tilley argues, underscored the
heterogeneity of African environments and the interrelations among the problems being studied. While the
aim of British colonialists was unquestionably to transform and modernize Africa, their efforts, Tilley
contends, were often unexpectedly subverted by scientific concerns with the local and vernacular.
Meticulously researched and gracefully argued, Africa as a Living Laboratory transforms our understanding
of imperial history, colonial development, and the role science played in both.
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From reader reviews:

John Reed:

The ability that you get from Africa as a Living Laboratory: Empire, Development, and the Problem of
Scientific Knowledge, 1870-1950 is a more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Africa as a
Living Laboratory: Empire, Development, and the Problem of Scientific Knowledge, 1870-1950 giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
through anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Africa as a
Living Laboratory: Empire, Development, and the Problem of Scientific Knowledge, 1870-1950 instantly.

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. Africa as a Living Laboratory: Empire, Development, and the Problem of Scientific
Knowledge, 1870-1950 can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time
problems.

Bruce Patton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot
of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. If
you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Africa as a Living
Laboratory: Empire, Development, and the Problem of Scientific Knowledge, 1870-1950 provide you with a
new experience in looking at a book.

Josephine Weeks:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Africa as a Living Laboratory: Empire, Development, and the Problem of Scientific Knowledge, 1870-1950.
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one place to other place.
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