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Will the rare autographed baseball your great-uncle gave you put your children through college? Is your
grandmother's chest of drawers really a seventeenth-century antique, or merely a reproduction? A leader in
forgery detection and forensic investigation, Joe Nickell reveals his secrets to detecting artifacts items in
Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication.

Detailing how the pros determine whether an Abraham Lincoln signature is forged or if a photograph of
Emily Dickinson is genuine, Nickell provides the essential tools necessary to identify counterfeits. In this
general introduction to the principles of authentication, Nickell provides readers with step-by-step
explanations of the science used to detect falsified documents, photographs, and other objects. Illustrating
methods used on hit shows such as Antiques Roadshow and History Detectives, Nickell recommends that
aspiring investigators employ a comprehensive approach to identifying imitations. One should consider the
object's provenance (the origin or derivation of an artifact), content (clues in the scene or item depicted), and
material composition (what artifacts are made of), as well as the results of scientific analyses, including
radiographic, spectroscopic, microscopic, and microchemical tests.

Including fascinating cases drawn from Nickell's illustrious career, Real or Fake combines historical and
scientific investigations to reveal reproductions and genuine objects. Nickell explains the warning signs of
forgery, such as patching and unnatural pen lifts; chronicles the evolution of writing instruments, inks, and
papers; shows readers how to date photographs, papers, and other materials; and traces the development of
photographic processes since the mid-nineteenth century. Lavishly illustrated with examples of replicas and
authentic objects inspected by Nickell, Real or Fake includes case studies of alleged artifacts including Jack
the Ripper's diary, a draft of the Gettysburg Address, notes by Charles Dickens, Jefferson Davis's musket,
and debris from the Titanic.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Reynolds:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication. Try to the actual book
Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Nicholas Poston:

The book Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Real or Fake:
Studies in Authentication? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Real or Fake:
Studies in Authentication has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can search the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Cooper:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
all day long to reading a reserve. The book Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Candace Mathieu:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is Real or Fake: Studies in Authentication this book consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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