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William Rothman argues that the driving force of Hitchcock’s work was his struggle to reconcile the dark
vision of his favorite Oscar Wilde quote, “Each man kills the thing he loves,” with the quintessentially
American philosophy, articulated in Emerson’s writings, that gave classical Hollywood movies of the New
Deal era their extraordinary combination of popularity and artistic seriousness. A Hitchcock thriller could be
a comedy of remarriage or a melodrama of an unknown woman, both Emersonian genres, except for the
murderous villain and godlike author, Hitchcock, who pulls the villain’s strings—and ours. Because
Hitchcock believed that the camera has a murderous aspect, the question “What if anything justifies
killing?,” which every Hitchcock film engages, was for him a disturbing question about his own art. Tracing
the trajectory of Hitchcock’s career, Rothman discerns a progression in the films’ meditations on murder and
artistic creation. This progression culminates in Marnie (1964), Hitchcock’s most controversial film, in
which Hitchcock overcame his ambivalence and fully embraced the Emersonian worldview he had always
also resisted. Reading key Emerson passages with the degree of attention he accords to Hitchcock sequences,
Rothman discovers surprising affinities between Hitchcock’s way of thinking cinematically and the
philosophical way of thinking Emerson’s essays exemplify. He finds that the terms in which Emerson
thought about reality, about our “flux of moods,” about what it is within us that never changes, about
freedom, about America, about reading, about writing, and about thinking are remarkably pertinent to our
experience of films and to thinking and writing about them. He also reflects on the implications of this
discovery, not only for Hitchcock scholarship but also for film criticism in general.
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From reader reviews:

Lena Drew:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is Must We Kill the Thing We Love?: Emersonian Perfectionism and the Films of Alfred Hitchcock (Film
and Culture Series).

Lynn Jones:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Must We Kill the Thing We Love?: Emersonian Perfectionism and the Films of Alfred
Hitchcock (Film and Culture Series) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never
get ahead of. The Must We Kill the Thing We Love?: Emersonian Perfectionism and the Films of Alfred
Hitchcock (Film and Culture Series) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Debra Weeks:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Must We Kill the Thing
We Love?: Emersonian Perfectionism and the Films of Alfred Hitchcock (Film and Culture Series) which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Phyllis Walters:

You may get this Must We Kill the Thing We Love?: Emersonian Perfectionism and the Films of Alfred
Hitchcock (Film and Culture Series) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your



knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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