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A peculiar feature of our country today, says Michael Barone, is that we seem to produce incompetent
eighteen-year-olds but remarkably competent thirty-year-olds. Indeed, American students lag behind their
peersin other nations, but Americaremains on the leading edge economically, scientifically, technologically,
and militarily.

The reason for this paradox, explains Barone in this brilliant essay, isthat “from ages six to eighteen
Americans live mostly in what | call Soft America—the parts of our country where thereis little competition
and accountability. But from ages eighteen to thirty Americans live mostly in Hard America—the parts of
American life subject to competition and accountability.” While Soft America coddles, Hard America plays
for keeps.

Educators, for example, protect children from the rigors of testing, ban dodgeball, and promote just about
any student who shows up. But most adults quickly figure out that how they do depends on what they
produce.

Barone sweeps readers along, showing how we came to the current divide—for things weren’t always this
way. In fact, no part of our society isall Hard or al Soft, and the boundary between Hard America and Soft
America often moves back and forth. Barone also shows where America is headed—or should be headed.
We don’'t want to subject kindergartners to the rigors of the Marine Corps or leave old people uncared for.
But Soft Americallives off the productivity, creativity, and competence of Hard America, and we have the
luxury of keeping part of our society Soft only if we keep most of it Hard.

Hard America, Soft America reveds:

» How the American situation is unique: In Europe, schooling is competitive and demanding, but adult lifeis
Soft, with generous welfare benefits, short work hours, long vacations, and state pensions

» How the American military has reclaimed the Hard goals and programs it abandoned in the Vietnam era

» How Hardness drives America s economy—an economy that businesses and economists nearly destroyed
in the 1970s by spurning competition

* How America’s schools have failed because they are bastions of Softness—but how they are finally
showing signs of Hardening

* The benefits of Softness: How government programs like Social Security were necessary in what was a
harsh and unforgiving America

» Hard America, Soft America isastunningly origina and provocative work of social commentary from one
of this country’ s most respected political anaysts.



From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Hazel Freese:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs. Coddling and
the Battle for the Nation's Future. Try to make the book Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs.
Coddling and the Battle for the Nation's Future as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Sharon Doyle:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs.
Coddling and the Battle for the Nation's Future book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees thereis no doubt in it everbody knows.

K athleen Duff:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs. Coddling and the Battle for
the Nation's Future this reserve consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. Thiskind
of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain
it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this
book appropriate all of you.

Darlene Goins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Hard America, Soft America: Competition vs. Coddling and the Battle for the Nation's Future when you



needed it?
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