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The Greater Middle East poses major challenges for the United States. Yet despite decades of intense
involvement in Middle Eastern affairs, most Americans still know little about the cultures of the region.
Simple Gestures describes one American’s efforts over forty years to better understand the society in the
countries where she lived and worked: Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, the United Arab
Emirates, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.

In her multiple roles, Andrea Rugh came to know people from many walks of life. As a mother, she became
friendly with local families. As the wife of a diplomat, who later became an ambassador to two countries, she
came to know social elites in the Persian Gulf. As a professional anthropologist, she spent time with people
from parts of society who are usually inaccessible to foreigners.

Culture is revealed most clearly in the way people interact with one another—in the way they treat the poor,
the elderly, and women; how they rear and educate their children; and in the way they react to a foreigner
suddenly thrust in their midst. Describing the satisfactions, sudden insights, challenges, and
miscommunications that come from being immersed in a foreign culture, Rugh brings to life on the page the
places and the people she met along the way.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Antoine:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Simple Gestures: A Cultural Journey into the
Middle East. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Simple Gestures: A Cultural Journey into the Middle East. You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's study.

Richard Bennett:

The publication untitled Simple Gestures: A Cultural Journey into the Middle East is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Simple Gestures: A Cultural Journey into the Middle
East from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Antonio Batts:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Simple Gestures: A Cultural
Journey into the Middle East that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick Simple Gestures: A Cultural Journey into the Middle East
become your own personal starter.

Elaine Woodring:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Simple Gestures: A Cultural Journey into
the Middle East why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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