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Commerce meets conquest in this swashbuckling story of the six merchant-adventurers who built the modern
world

It was an era when monopoly trading companies were the unofficial agents of European expansion,
controlling vast numbers of people and huge tracts of land, and taking on governmental and military
functions. They managed their territories as business interests, treating their subjects as employees,
customers, or competitors. The leaders of these trading enterprises exercised virtually unaccountable,
dictatorial political power over millions of people.

The merchant kings of the Age of Heroic Commerce were a rogue's gallery of larger-than-life men who, for a
couple hundred years, expanded their far-flung commercial enterprises over a sizable portion of the world.
They include Jan Pieterszoon Coen, the violent and autocratic pioneer of the Dutch East India Company;
Peter Stuyvesant, the one-legged governor of the Dutch West India Company, whose narrow-minded
approach lost Manhattan to the British; Robert Clive, who rose from company clerk to become head of the
British East India Company and one of the wealthiest men in Britain; Alexandr Baranov of the Russian
American Company; Cecil Rhodes, founder of De Beers and Rhodesia; and George Simpson, the "Little
Emperor" of the Hudson's Bay Company, who was chauffeured about his vast fur domain in a giant canoe,
exhorting his voyageurs to paddle harder so he could set speed records.
Merchant Kings looks at the rise and fall of company rule in the centuries before colonialism, when nations
belatedly assumed responsibility for their commercial enterprises. A blend of biography, corporate history,
and colonial history, this book offers a panoramic, new perspective on the enormous cultural, political, and
social legacies, good and bad, of this first period of unfettered globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Davis:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World,
1600--1900. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Marlon Taylor:

This Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900 are usually reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the
World, 1600--1900 can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900 giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ida Resler:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
can share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors
nowadays always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they
write for their book. One of them is this Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900.

Daryl Steele:

The book untitled Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900 contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
written by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site



along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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