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The “woman guestion,” this book asserts, is a Western one, and not a proper lens for viewing African
society. A work that rethinks gender as a Western construction, The Invention of Women offers a new way of
understanding both Y oruban and Western cultures. Author Oyeronke Oyewumi reveals an ideology of
biological determinism at the heart of Western social categories-the idea that biology provides the rationale
for organizing the social world. And yet, she writes, the concept of “woman,” central to thisideology and to
Western gender discourses, smply did not exist in Y orubaland, where the body was not the basis of social
roles.

Oyewumi traces the misapplication of Western, body-oriented concepts of gender through the history of
gender discoursesin Y oruba studies. Her analysis shows the paradoxical nature of two fundamental
assumptions of feminist theory: that gender is socially constructed and that the subordination of women is
universal. The Invention of Women demonstrates, to the contrary, that gender was not constructed in old

Y oruba society, and that social organization was determined by relative age.

A meticulous historical and epistemological account of an African culture on its own terms, this book makes
a persuasive argument for a cultural, context-dependent interpretation of social readlity. It callsfor a
reconception of gender discourse and the categories on which such study relies. More than that, the book lays
bare the hidden assumptions in the ways these different cultures think. A truly comparative sociology of an
African culture and the Western tradition, it will change the way African studies and gender studies

proceed.
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From reader reviews:
Lauren Graves:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western Gender Discourses
book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer of Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western Gender Discourses content
conveys objective easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So, do you nevertheless thinking Invention Of Women:
Making An African Sense Of Western Gender Discoursesis not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

M adeline Pastrana;

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western Gender Discourses can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Marlon Taylor:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.

Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western Gender Discourses this
publication consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal al of you.

Caleb Jones:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Invention Of Women: Making
An African Sense Of Western Gender Discourses or others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are hel ping them to add their knowledge. In other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western



Gender Discourses to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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