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How can the seeds of accountability ever grow in authoritarian environments? Embedding accountability
into the state is an inherently uneven, partial and contested process. Campaigns for public accountability
often win limited concessions at best, but they can leave cracks in the system that serve as handholds for
subsequent efforts to open up the state to public scrutiny.
This book explores the how civil society "thickens" by comparing two decades of rural citizens' struggles to
hold the Mexican state accountable, exploring both change and continuity before, during, and after national
electoral turning points. The book addresses how much power-sharing really happens in policy innovations
that include participatory social and environmental councils, citizen oversight of elections, local government
social investment funds, participation reforms in World Bank
projects, community-managed food programs, as well as new social oversight and public information access
reforms. Meanwhile, efforts to exercise voice unfold at the same time as rural citizens consider their exit
options, as millions migrate to the US, where many have since come together in a new migrant
civil society.
Since explanations of electoral change do not account for how people actually experience the state, this book
concludes that new analytical frameworks are needed to understand "transitions to accountability." This
involves unpacking the interaction between participation, transparency and accountability.

Oxford Studies in Democratization is a series for scholars and students of comparative politics and related
disciplines. Volumes concentrate on the comparative study of the democratization process that accompanied
the decline and termination of the cold war. The geographical focus of the series is primarily Latin America,
the Caribbean, Southern and Eastern Europe, and relevant experiences in Africa and Asia. The series editor
is Laurence Whitehead, Official Fellow, Nuffield College,
University of Oxford.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Accountability Politics: Power
and Voice in Rural Mexico (Oxford Studies in Democratization)? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Beverly Harrison:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in
Rural Mexico (Oxford Studies in Democratization), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Judi Orta:

You can get this Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural Mexico (Oxford Studies in
Democratization) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty
if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

John Threadgill:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the book
Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural Mexico (Oxford Studies in Democratization) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with that book Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural Mexico (Oxford Studies in
Democratization). You can more inviting than now.
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