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Since the early days of film, critics and theorists have debated the value of formula, cliché, conventional
imagery, and recurring narrative patterns of reduced complexity. The high noon showdown or last-minute
rescue, the lonely woman standing in the window or two lovers saying goodbye in the rain-many films rely
on these scenes, and audiences have come to expect them. Outlining a comprehensive theory of film
stereotype, a device as functionally important to film narrative as it is problematic, Jörg Schweinitz builds an
overlooked critical history from the 1920s to today.

Drawing on theories of stereotype in linguistics, literary analysis, art history, and psychology, Schweinitz
identifies the major facets of film stereotype and articulates the positions of theorists in response to the
challenges posed by stereotype. He reviews the writing of Susan Sontag, Roland Barthes, Theodor W.
Adorno, Robert Musil, Béla Balázs, Hugo Münsterberg, and Edgar Morin, and he brings to light less
prominent writers, such as René Fülöp-Miller and Gilbert Cohen-Séat, and traces the evolution of the
discourse into a postmodern celebration of the device. Through detailed readings of specific films,
Schweinitz also maps models for adapting and reflecting stereotype, from early ironic (Alexander
Granowski) and conscious rejection (Robert Rossellini) to critical deconstruction (Robert Altman in the
1970s) and celebratory transfiguration (Sergio Leone and the Coen brothers). His history, which won the
prestigious Geisteswissenschaften International award, reveals the role of film stereotype in shaping
processes of communication and recognition, as well as its function in developing media competence beyond
cinema.
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From reader reviews:

James Collis:

This Film and Stereotype: A Challenge for Cinema and Theory (Film and Culture Series) book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This particular Film and Stereotype: A Challenge for Cinema and Theory
(Film and Culture Series) without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't be worry Film and Stereotype: A Challenge for Cinema and Theory (Film and Culture
Series) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Film and Stereotype: A Challenge for Cinema and
Theory (Film and Culture Series) having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Jasmine Myers:

Film and Stereotype: A Challenge for Cinema and Theory (Film and Culture Series) can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing
Film and Stereotype: A Challenge for Cinema and Theory (Film and Culture Series) yet doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Laura Ide:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is actually Film and Stereotype: A Challenge for Cinema and
Theory (Film and Culture Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Kimberly Casselman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Film and Stereotype: A Challenge for Cinema and Theory (Film and Culture
Series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book



you wanted.
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