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A celebrated Hindu pilgrimage site, Hardwar lies on the river Ganges at the edge of the Himalayas. Its
identity as a holy place is inextricably tied to the mythology and reality of the Ganges, and traditional
sources overwhelmingly stress this connection. Virtually nothing has been written about Hardwar's history
and development, although the historical record reveals striking changes of the past few centuries. These
changes have usually reflected worldly forces such as shifting trade routes, improved transportation, or
political instability. Yet such mundane influences have been ignored in the city's sacred narrative, which
presents a fixed, unchanging identity. The city's complex identity, says Lochtefeld, lies in the tension
between these differing narratives. In this fieldwork-based study, Lochtefeld analyzes modern Hardwar as a
Hindu pilgrimage center. He looks first at various groups of local residents -- businessmen, hereditary
priests, and ascetics -- and assesses their differing roles in managing Hardwar as a holy place. He then
examines the pilgrims and the factors that bring them to Hardwar. None of these groups is as pious as
popularly depicted, but their interactions in upholding their own interest create and maintain Hardwar's
religious environment. In conclusion, he addresses the wider context of Indian pilgrimage and the forces
shaping it in the present day. He finds that many modern Hindus, like many modern Christians, feel some
dissonance between traditional religious symbols and their 21st-century world, and that they are
reinterpreting their traditional symbols to make them meaningful for their time.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Powell:

This God's Gateway: Identity and Meaning in a Hindu Pilgrimage Place are usually reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this God's Gateway: Identity and
Meaning in a Hindu Pilgrimage Place can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this God's Gateway: Identity and Meaning in a Hindu Pilgrimage Place giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Denise Dennis:

This book untitled God's Gateway: Identity and Meaning in a Hindu Pilgrimage Place to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Neil Espinoza:

The book with title God's Gateway: Identity and Meaning in a Hindu Pilgrimage Place contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Henry Jones:

This God's Gateway: Identity and Meaning in a Hindu Pilgrimage Place is brand new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this God's Gateway: Identity
and Meaning in a Hindu Pilgrimage Place can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for
your better life as well as knowledge.
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