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New edition of the provocative history of the tenuous relationship between the scientific study of politics and
the real world of American democracy.

When it first appeared three decades ago, Raymond Seidelman’s provocative study of the history of political
science both attracted a great deal of attention and generated vibrant controversy. Where prior studies of the
history of political science had concentrated on the evolution of the scientific study of politics, Seidelman
placed his focus on the tenuous relationship between the scientific study of politics and the real world of
American democracy. Examining paired sets of political science luminaries over a century, he finds recurrent
hopes that a “science of politics” can be a “science for politics,” and recurrent frustrations that neither elites
nor democratic publics respond to the findings of political science or defer to its claims of scientific
authority. Analyzing the reasons for political science’s limited impact on democratic reform, Seidelman
raises the prospect that the progressive dreams of American political science, rising and falling over the
course of a century, may finally be exhausted.

For this new edition, Bruce Miroff and Stephen Skowronek have written a foreword that relates the genesis
of the book and the career of the late Ray Seidelman, while James Farr, a distinguished scholar of political
science history, has contributed an extensive afterword. Whether readers concur with or dispute Seidelman’s
conclusions about the practical significance of political science, they will be challenged by the scope and
power of Disenchanted Realists. The book invites a new generation of political scientists to examine the
problematic development of the discipline they practice and to reflect on the public meanings of what they
do in their own careers.

Raymond Seidelman (1951–2007) was Professor of Political Science at Sarah Lawrence College and the
coeditor (with Bruce Miroff and Todd Swanstrom) of Debating Democracy, Seventh Edition: A Reader in
American Politics.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Flynn:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political Science and the American
Crisis (SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues).

Barbara Wheat:

The actual book Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political Science and the American Crisis (SUNY
Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Sergio Terry:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political Science and the American Crisis
(SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Elizabeth Rogers:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political
Science and the American Crisis (SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues). This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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