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In Dante and the Limits of the Law, Justin Steinberg offers the first comprehensive study of the legal
structure essential to Dante’s Divine Comedy. Steinberg reveals how Dante imagines an afterlife dominated
by sophisticated laws, hierarchical jurisdictions, and rationalized punishments and rewards. He makes the
compelling case that Dante deliberately exploits this highly structured legal system to explore the
phenomenon of exceptions to it, crucially introducing Dante to current debates about literature’s relation to
law, exceptionality, and sovereignty.

Examining how Dante probes the limits of the law in this juridical otherworld, Steinberg argues that
exceptions were vital to the medieval legal order and that Dante’s otherworld represents an ideal “system of
exception.” In the real world, Dante saw this system as increasingly threatened by the dual crises of church
and empire: the abuses and overreaching of the popes and the absence of an effective Holy Roman Emperor.
Steinberg shows that Dante’s imagination of the afterlife seeks to address this gap between the universal
validity of Roman law and the lack of a sovereign power to enforce it. Exploring the institutional role of
disgrace, the entwined phenomena of judicial discretion and artistic freedom, medieval ideas about privilege
and immunity, and the place of judgment in the poem, this cogently argued book brings to life Dante’s sense
of justice.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Hackett:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Dante and the Limits of the Law. Try to make book Dante and the
Limits of the Law as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Christine McClellan:

This Dante and the Limits of the Law are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Dante and the Limits of the Law can be one of several great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Dante and
the Limits of the Law forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Antonio Nelson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Dante and the Limits of the Law,
you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Macie Austin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Dante and
the Limits of the Law.
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