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Congressional primaries are increasingly being blamed for polarization and gridlock in Congress. Most
American states adopted congressional primaries during the first decades of the 20th century as a means of
breaking the hold of political "bosses" on the nomination of candidates. Yet now, many contend that
primaries have become a means by which the most dedicated party activists choose candidates
unrepresentative of the electorate, and so general election voters are forced to choose between two
ideologically extreme candidates. Consequently, there have been recent instances in both parties where
nominees were chosen who were clearly not preferred by party leaders, and who arguably lost elections that
their parties should have won.

This book is the first to focus solely upon congressional primary elections, and to do so for a student
readership. Boatright organizes his text around the contention that there are important differences between
types of primaries, and these differences prevent us from making blanket statements about primary
competition. He focuses on explanations of two sources of difference: differences in electoral structure and
differences brought about by the presence or absence of an incumbent seeking reelection. The first three
chapters introduce these differences, explore how they came to exist, and outline some of the strategic
considerations for candidates, parties, interest groups, and voters in primary elections. The subsequent four
chapters explore different types of primary elections, and the final chapter evaluates actual and proposed
primary reforms.

Congressional Primary Elections is the first book to provide a history and analysis of congressional primary
elections and will serve as a crucial part of courses on political parties and campaigns and elections. The
book gives students the tools for understanding arguments for and against the reform of primary elections
and for understanding the differences between types of primaries.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

This book untitled Congressional Primary Elections to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Daniel Guy:

This Congressional Primary Elections is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Congressional Primary Elections in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Andrew Meadows:

You can find this Congressional Primary Elections by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing
it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Casey Schnell:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book Congressional Primary Elections. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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