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Versatile and prolific, Robertson Davies was an actor, journalist and newspaper publisher, playwright,
essayist, founding master of Massey College at the University of Toronto, and one of Canada’s greatest
novelists. He was also an obsessive, complex, and self-revealing diarist. His diaries, which he began as a
teenager, grew to over 3 million words and are an astonishing literary legacy. This first published selection
of his diaries spans 1959 to 1963, years in which Davies, in mid-life, experienced both daunting failure and
unexpected success.

Born in Thamesville, Ontario, in 1913, he was educated at local schools, then Upper Canada College,
Queen’s University and Oxford University. He worked in England at the famous Old Vic theatre as an actor
and literary advisor before returning to Canada where he became the editor and publisher of the
Peterborough Examiner, established himself as a prominent Canadian playwright, and published his first
three novels now known as the Salterton Trilogy. By 1959, at the age of forty-five, Robertson Davies was
already one of Canada’s leading literary figures. Even so the diaries show that he was frustrated by the
limitations of his literary success, often exasperated with the distractions of his daily life and buffeted by his
mental and emotional state. They also show that he enjoyed life, was deeply interested in the society he lived
in, and in the people he encountered. More often than not he found comedy in the world around him and
delighted in recording it. He kept not only a daily journal, but also more focused diaries such as his accounts
of the Toronto and New York production of his play Love and Libel, when he worked closely with the great
British director Tyrone Guthrie, and of the founding of Massey College, the brainchild of Vincent Massey.
The descriptions of backstage and academic politics are invariably entertaining, but in his diaries Davies also
reveals himself as intensely self-critical, frequently insecure, and with a highly changeable nature that he
described as his “celtic temperament.” We also see him as a partner in an intensely happy and creative
marriage, and as a man with an astonishing capacity for hard work. By the end of 1963 his life had taken a
new direction. As master of Massey College, he finds himself a public figure, but he is increasingly
preoccupied with a new novel he wants to write which he is calling Fifth Business.

The publication of A Celtic Temperament establishes Robertson Davies as one of the great diarists. In their
range, variety, intimacy, and honesty his diaries present an extraordinarily rich portrait of the man and his
times.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Davis:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of A Celtic Temperament:
Robertson Davies as Diarist book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Miguel Ross:

This A Celtic Temperament: Robertson Davies as Diarist usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Celtic Temperament: Robertson Davies as Diarist can
be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
you actually with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this A
Celtic Temperament: Robertson Davies as Diarist giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Sarah Heath:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. A Celtic Temperament: Robertson Davies as Diarist can be your answer since
it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Jasper Parsons:

The book untitled A Celtic Temperament: Robertson Davies as Diarist contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author brings
you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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