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Today the twenty-gun sloop USS Constellation is a floating museum in Baltimore Harbor; in 1859 it was an
emblem of the global power of the American sailing navy. When young William E. Leonard boarded the
Constellation as a seaman for what proved to be a twenty-month voyage to the African coast, he began to
compose a remarkable journal.

Sailing from Boston, the Constellation, flagship of the U.S. African Squadron, was charged with the
interception and capture of slave-trading vessels illegally en route from Africa to the Americas. During the
Constellation’s deployment, the squadron captured a record number of these ships, liberating their human
cargo and holding the captains and crews for criminal prosecution. At the same time, tensions at home and in
the squadron increased as the American Civil War approached and erupted in April 1861.

Leonard recorded not only historic events but also fascinating details about his daily life as one of the nearly
400-member crew. He saw himself as not just a diarist, but a reporter, making special efforts to seek out and
record information about individual crewmen, shipboard practices, recreation and daily routine—from deck
swabbing and standing watch to courts martial and dramatic performances by the Constellation Dramatic
Society.

This good-humored gaze into the lives and fortunes of so many men stationed aboard a distinguished
American warship makes Gilliland’s edition of Willie Leonard’s journal a significant work of maritime
history.
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From reader reviews:

John Sanchez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of USS Constellation on the
Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in Maritime History) to read.

Brian Roberts:

This USS Constellation on the Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in Maritime
History) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason
of this USS Constellation on the Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in Maritime
History) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food
but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people.
Beside that this USS Constellation on the Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in
Maritime History) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Carolyn Fletcher:

USS Constellation on the Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in Maritime History)
can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing USS Constellation on the Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-
1861 (Studies in Maritime History) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial imagining.

Terrance Pitt:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this USS Constellation on the Dismal Coast:
Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in Maritime History) book written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still skepticism USS Constellation on the Dismal Coast: Willie Leonard's Journal, 1859-1861 (Studies in



Maritime History) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break
don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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